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The Compiler of this little Work, has often, in the 
course of Sunday School teaching, wished for a guide 
to the Festivals and Fasts of the Church. And, 
although, aware that more comprehensive works have 
been written on the subject ; yet the Author has 
never met with one, the size and expense of which, 
did not prevent its falling into the hands of those for 
whom this is chiefly intended* It has been the aim 
of the Author, in so far as a work of this kind would 
admit, to impress upon the learner, the analogy and 
concord of the Old and New Testament Writings ; 
to point out upon what a sound and scriptural foun- 
dation our beloved and holy Church is built: upon 
the foundation of Apostles, Prophets, Saints, and 
Martyrs, Jesus Christ himself being the chief cor- 
ner stone; and to induce the young members of our 
Church, in as much as in them lies, to become true 
and lively stones of this glorious Temple, whose 
maker and builder is God. 



THE YOUNG SCHOLAR'S GUIDE, 



ETC. 



CHAPTER I. 

Q. What are the Festivals appointed to be held 
in our Church ? 

A. All Sundays in the year : also all those Feasts 
which are mentioned in the Book of Common Prayer. 
Q. Repeat them in order, as they are printed in 
the table of that Book. 

A. The Circumcision of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Epiphany. 

The Conversion of St. Paul. 

The Purification of the Blessed Virgin. 

St. Matthias the Apostle. 

The Annimciation of the Blessed Virgin. 

St. Mark the Evangelist. 

St. Philip and St. James the Apostles. 

The Ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

St. Barnabas. 

The Nativity of St. John the Baptist, 

St. Peter the Apostle. 

St. James the Apostle. 

St. Bartholomew the Apostle. 

St. Matthew the Apostle. 

St. Michael and all Angels. 
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St. Luke the Evangelist. 

St. Simon and St. Jude the Apostles. 

All Saints. 

St. Andrew the Apostle. 

St. Thomas the Apostle. 

The Nativity of our Lord. 

St. Stephen the Martyr. 

St. John the Evangelist- 

The Holy Innocents. 

Monday and Tuesday in Easter Week. 

Monday and Tuesday in Whitsun Week. 





CHAFrJKR II. 


Q Name the Fasts appointed to be held in our 


Church. 






^ The Nativity. 




The Purification. 


^ 


Easter-Day. 




Ascension-Day. 




Pentecost. 




St. Matthia«s. 


A. The 


St. John the Baptist. 


Eve or Vigil - 


St. Peter. 


before 


St. James. 




St. Bartholomew. 




St. Matthew. 




St. Simon and St. Jude. 




St. Andrew. 




St. I'homas. 




, All Saints. 
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The Forty Days of Lent. 
The Ember Days at the four Seasons. 
The Three Bogation Days. 

And all the Fridays in the year excepting when 
Christmas-day happens on a Friday. 



CHAPTER III. 

Q. You said that all Sundays in the year were 
Festivals, can you tell me the reason thereof? 

A. First, because God commanded the seventh day 
to be kept holy, for on that day He finished His work 
of Creation, and secondly, in the morning of the 
seventh day God redeemed His poeple Israel out of 
Egypt. 

Q. Where do you read that the completion of the 
works of Creation is a reason for keeping holy the 
Sabbath-day ? 

A. In the 11 verse of the xx chapter of Exodus. 

Q. Repeat the words. 

A. For in six days the Lord made Heaven and 
Earth, the Sea and all that in them is, and rested the 
seventh day; wherefore the Lord blessed the seventh 
day, and hallowed it. 

Q. Do we. Christians, keep holy the seventh or 
the first day of the week ? 

A. ^Fhe first day of the week. 

Q. Why is this? 

A. Our Lord Jesus Christ rose firom the dead on 
the first day of the week, and His Apostles kept that 
day holy 
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Q. Have you any proof from Scripture that the 
first day of the week, instead of the seventh, was kept 
as a Sabbath by the Apostles ? 

A. Yes, we read of our Lord appearing on the 
first day of the week after His Resurrection to the 
first congregation assembled in His Name. 
Q. Where do you read this ? , 
A. In the xx chap. 19 ver. of St. John's Gospel. 

Q. Repeat the words. 

A. At evening, being the first day of the week, 
when the doors were shut where the disciples were 
assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood 
in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you. 

Q. Did Christ again appear to His disciples on 
that day ? 

A. Yes, we read that he returned again on the next 
following Sunday. After eight days His disciples 
were within, then came Jesus and stood in the midst, 
and said, Peace be unto you. John xx. 26. 

Q. What day is it called in the Revelation of St. 
John ? 

A. The Lord's day. Rev. i. 10. 

Q. Why is it called the Lord's day. 

A. Because our Lord Jesus Christ rose from the 
dead on that day. 

Q. What is the meaning of Sabbath-day ? 

A. A day of rest. 

Q. Why is it called Sunday ? 

A . We retain the name of Sunday, because we 
find that the Primitive Christians, who usually called 
it the Lord's Day, did not object, also, to call it Sunday. 
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Q. Give me another reason for the first day of the 
week being called Sunday. 

A. As on this day ^^the Son of Righteousness 
arose with healing in his wings." 

• Q. Where is our Lord called the Sto of Righ- 
teousness ? 

A. Malachi iv. 2. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Q. What are the divisions of the Sundays of the 
year? 

A. Four Sundays in Advent 
Sunday after Christmas-day. 
Six Sundays after the Epiphany. 
Septuagesima, (the seventieth day before 

Easter.) 
Sexagesima, (tlie sixtieth day before Easter.) 
Quinquagesima,(the fiftieth day before Easter.) 
Five Sundays in Lent. 
Sunday next before Easter. 
Easter-day. 

Five Sundays after Easter. 
Sunday after Ascension Day. 
Whit Sunday. 
Trinity Sunday. 

Twenty-five Sundays after Trinity. 
Q. But, how is it you have enumerated fifty-four 
Sundays, and there are only fifty-two weeks in the 
year? 

A. It is dependent upon the time that Easter 
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falls ; if it fall early, some of the Sundays are omitted 
that occur after the Epiphany. 

Q. What is Advent Sunday called the beginning 
of? 

A. The Christian year. 

Q. When does it occur ? 

A. It is always the Sunday nearest to the Feast 
of St Andrew, either before or after. 



CHAPTER V. 

Q. What is the meaning of Advent ? 

A. Coming. 

Q. For what is Advent to prepare us ? 

A. For the celebration of the great Festival of 
Christmas. 

Q. And is there not another period for which 
Advent is to prepare us ? 

A. Yes, for that time when Christ shall come 
again in His glorious Msgesty to judge the quick and 
the dead. 

Q. Is it known to us when that awful time will be ? 

A. God has not revealed it. 

Q. Give a proof from Scripture fwr what you say. 

A. But of that day and hour knoweth no man, 
no, not the Angels of Heaven, but my Father only. 
St. Matt. xxiv. 36. 

Q. How does St Peter say the day of our Lord 
will come? 

A. As a thief in the night: in the which the 
Heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the 
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elements shall melt with ferireilt heat. 2 St. Peter, 
iii. 10. 

Q. What ought we to learn from this considera- 
tion ? 

A. To be always ready, as we know neither the 
day nor the hour. 

Q. What is the Prayer of the Church at this time ? 

A. First, she prays that God will give her grace 
to cast away the works of darksessy and to put on the 
armour of light. 

Q. Secondly ? 

A. For enlightenment upon the reading of the 
Holy Scriptures, and that by comfort of the same we 
may embrace and hold fast the blessed hope of ever- 
lasting life. 

Q. Thirdly? 

A. We pray God, that as at first he sent John the 
Baptist to prepare the way for Christ's first coming, 
so in like manner it will please him, that the ministers 
and stewards of His holy mysteries may prepare and 
make ready the way for the second coming of Christ, 
by turning the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom 
of the just, so that we may be found an acceptable 
people in his sight* 

Q. Fourthly ? 

A. That the Lord will come amongst us, and 
with great might succour us ; for as much, as by our 
sins, we are sore let and hindered in running the race 
set before us ; therefore, we pray that God will, of his 
great mercy, speedily help and deliver us. 
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follow Him, wheresoever His providence leads us, 
even unto death. 



CHAPTER VII. 

St, Thomas's Day^ 2\st December. 

Q. Who was St. Thomas ? 

A. One of the twelve Apostles. He is called 
Didymus, which name, in the Greek, means twin; 
Thomas, in the Hebrew, has the same signification. 

Q. Of what Nation was he ? 

A. A Jew, and most probably a Galilean. 

Q. What proof did St. Thomas give of his attach- 
ment to our Lord ? 

A. When the rest of the Apostles tried to dissuade 
our Lord from returning to Judea, where the Jews had 
sought to stone Him, and where He was going for the 
purpose of raising Lazarus from the dead, St. Thcmias 
says " Let us, also, go, that we may die with him.*' 
St. John xi. 16. 

Q. What is the most remarkable incident on 
record of St Thomas ? 

A. His unbelief regarding the resurrection of our 

Lord, when all the other AposUes were convinced of 

« 

the truth of it. 

Q. What was the test he requiied to overcome his 
unbelief ? 

A. He said he would not believe unless he saw in 
our Lord's hands the print of the nails, and put his 
finger into them, and thrust his hand into His side. 
St John XX. 25. 
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Q. Did our Lord comply with this wish ? 

A. Our merciful Lord, in compassion to the weak- 
ness of this Disciple's faith, permitted him the proof 
he required. 

Q. Was St. Thomas convinced ? 

A. He cried out in a transport of faith ^^ My Lord 
and my God." St John xx. 28. 

Q. Where was the field of this Apostle's labours ? 

A. We are told that he laboured in Farthia, and 
several historians (worthy of credit), say that he 
planted a Church in India, between the outlet of the 
Indus and the Ganges; and that before the Portuguese 
frequented that part of the country, the Christians 
there amounted to fifteen or sixteen thousand, and 
they went by the name of St Thomas' Christians. 

Q. Where did he sufier martyrdom ? 

A. At Meliapoor, once a city of Hindostan. 

Q. What was the manner of his death? 

A. He had retired for prayer when his enemies 
came upon him, and assailed him with a shower of 
darts, until one ran him through the body with a 
lance. 

Q. Have you any record of the year of his death f 

A. The date is unknown to us ; but the Church 
keeps the 21st December in memory of his martyrdom. 

Q. What is our prayer on this Festival ? 

A. That God would grant us so perfectly U> 
believe in His Son Jesus Christ, that our faith in His 
sight may never be reproved. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Christmas Day^ 25th December. 

Q. Of what is this high Festival kept in remem- 
brance ? 

A. Of the Nativity of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. 

Q. Of whom was he bom, as at this time ? 

A. A pure Virgin. 

Q. Where was he bom ? 

A. In Bethlehem of Judea. 

Q. Who foretold his birth to his Virgin Mother ? 

A. The Angel Gabriel. 

Q. Where was the blessed Virgin when tlie birth 
of the Saviour was foretold ? 

A. At Nazareth. 

Q. What was the reason of our Lord being born 
at Bethlehem instead of at Nazareth ? 

A. The sure word of God, which never fails, had 
said by the mouth of His servant Micah, that Christ 
was to be bom in Bethlehem. 

Q. How was this prophecy fulfilled ? 

A. Cassar Augustus issued a decree that every 
one should be taxed, and each went to his own 
city; and Mary, being of the house and. lineage of 
David, went into the city of David, which is called 
Bethlehem. Luke ii. 1 — 4. 

Q. Repeat the prophecy of Micah. 

A. And thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou 
be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of 
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thee shall He come forth unto me that is to be ruler 
in Israel. Micah v, 2. 

Q. Had the manner of our Lord's birth been 

foretold ? 

A. Yes, by more than one of the Prophets. 

Q. Repeat a prophecy^ from Isaiah. 

A. Behold^ a Virgin shall conceiTe, and bear a 
Son, and shall call His name Immanuel. Isaiah 
vii. 14. 

Q. Repeat a prophecy from Jeremiah. 

A. For the Lord hath created a new thing in the 
earth; a woman shall compass a man. Jeremiah 
xxxi. 22. * 

Q. What is the meaning of the word Immanuel ? 

A. God with us. 

Q. Was God with us when Christ was bom ? 

A. Yes, manifest in the flesh. 

Q. Can you prove this from holy Writ ? 

A. Yes, John, in speaking of Christ, says, that 
He was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we be- 
held his glory — the glory as of the only begotten of 
the Father,) full of grace and truth. St. John i. 14. 

Q. To whom was the birth of the Heavenly Child 
first made known ? 

A. To shepherds who were keeping watch over 
their flocks by night. • 

Q. Who announced it ? 

A. An Angel, who said unto them, " Fear not : 
for, behold I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people. For unto you is bom 
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this day, in the city of David, a Saviour, which is 
Christ the Lord.'* Luke ii. 10, 1 L 

Q. What next happened ? 

A. Suddenly there was with the Angel a multi- 
tude of the Heavenly Host praising God, and saying. 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will toward men. Luke ii. 13, 14. 

Q. What ought we to learn from this wonderful 
humility of our Lord and Saviour Christ, in thus con- 
descending to be made flesh and dwell among us ? 

A. To adore the unfathomable love and condes- 
cension of our Lord and Master ; and since He, who 
is Lord of all, was content to dwell among us in such 
low estate, not to covet the riches and honors of this 
world. 

Q. What is the prayer of the Church on this 
Festival ? 

A. That we being regenerate and made God's 
children by adoption and grace, we may daily be 
renewed by the Holy Spirit. 



CHAPTER IX. 

SU Stephen's Day^ 2Qth December. 

Q. Who was St. Stephen ? 

A. The first Martyr who died for the faith of 
Jesus Christ. 

Q. What account does St. Luke give of St. 
Stephen ? 

A. That he was full of faith and of the Holy Ghost, 
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and that he did great wonders and miracles among 
the people. Acts. vi. 5, 8. 

Q. What was the immediate cause of his death ? 

A. There arose certain of the synagogue disputing 
with Stephen ; and they were not able to withstand 
the wisdom and the spirit by which he spake. This 
so enraged his opponents that they suborned men 
who accused him of blasphemy. 

Q. When St. Stephen proved that Christ was the 
deliverer of mankind, of whom Moses was only a type 
or shadow, were the Jews convinced ? 

A. No, we read that they stopped their ears and 
ran upon him with one accord, and stoned him. Acts 
vii. 57, 58. 

Q. What were the last words of St Stephen ? 

A. Like his Blessed Master, who commended His 
Spirit into His Father^s hands, St. Stephen resigned 
his into his Saviour's, "Lord Jesus receive my spirit;" 
and in like manner he prayed for his murderers, "Lord, 
lay not this sin to their charge." Acts vii. 59, 60. 

Q. In what beautiful language, expressing the 
peace of his end, does the Evangelist, St. Luke, re- 
cord his death ? 

A. " He feU asleep.'' Acts vii. 60. 

Q. What glorious distinction and name has been 
bestowed upon St. Stephen ? 

A. That of the First Martyr. 

Q. When did his martpdom take place ? 

A. In the first year of the Church, about eleven 
months after the death of his Blessed Lord. 
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Q. Where? 

A. At Jerusalem. 

« 

Q. What death did he suffer? 

A. He was stoned. 

Q. What lesson ought the death of St Stephen to 
teach us ? 

A. It inculcates^ if it be the will of God^ that we 
are counted worthy to suffer for his sake : we should 
bear our sufferings patiently ; by faith beholding the 
unseen glory of another world ; it also teaches us to 
love and bless our enemies. 



CHAPTER X. 

SL John the Evangelisfs Day^ 2Tth December. 

Q. Where was this Apostle and Evangelist bom ? 

A. In Bethsaida. 

Q. Whose son was he ? 

A. The son of Zebedee and Salome. 

Q. What honorable distinction was bestowed 
upon this Disciple ? 

A. He was called the Disciple whom Jesus lond. 

Q. What mark of conlGldence did our Lord repose 
in him ? 

A. Shortly before He expired, while hanging on 
the cross, He committed His Mother to the care of 
this Apostle, in these words, " Behold thy Mother." 
St. John xix. 27. 

Q. How did St. John fulfil his dying master's 
command ? 
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A. He took her unto his own home, and we are 
told that he remained at Jerusalem until the death of 
the Blessed Virgin. 

Q. When did that event take place ? 

A. About fifteen years after our Lord's Crucifixion. 

Q. Where was the scene of this Apostle's labours ? 

A. Asia Minor. 

Q. What Churches did he found ? 

A. Ephesus, Smjrma, Fergamos, Thyatira, Sardis, 
Philadelphia, and LaodicM* 

Q. Wliere did he priiw^^y reside ? 

A.v At Ephesus. >•. 

Q. Under which of the Roman Emperors was he 
greatly persecuted ? 

A. Domitian. 

Q. What happened to him in the reign of this 
cruel Emperor ? 

A. He was cast into a cauldron of boiling oil by 
the command of Domitian. 

Q. Did St. John suffer hurt therein ? 

A. No, God restrained the heat thereof, and de- 
UfAred His servant unharmed. 

Q. What afterwards befel St. John ? 

A. He was banished to the Isle of Patmos, where 
he remained many years. 

Q. When did he return to Ephesus ? 
A. A.D. 96, when the Emperor Nerva, revoked 
the edict of his predecessors. 
Q. When did he die ? 
A. A.D. 100, in the reign of the Emperor Trajan. 
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Q. Did he die a natural death ? 

A. Yes, he was the only one of our Lords' twelve 
Apostles that did not die a violent and cruel death. 

Q. On what day do we keep this Festival ? 

A. The 27th December. 

Q. In what does the Gospel of St. John differ 
from those of the other Evangelists ? 

A. He mentions several things that are not spoken 
of in the other Gospels, and records the discourses of 
our Saviour more immediately before his death. 

Q. Tell me the two miracles that are recorded by 
St. John that are not in the other Gospels. 

A. The marriage of Cana in Galilee,* and the 
raising of Lazarus. 

Q. Upon what grace of the Christian does St. 
John lay most stress? 

A. Upon Christian love, which holy virtue he 
particularly enforces in his Epistles. 

Q. What does the Church pray for on this 
occasion ? 

A. That God would cast the bright beams of His 
light upon His Church, that it being enlightened by 
the Doctrine which that blessed Apostle and Evan- 
gelist taught, may so walk in the light of God's truth, 
that at last, through our Lord Jesus Christ, it may 
attain to the light of everlasting life. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

The Holy Innocents' Day^ 28tt December. 

Q. What Feast are we next called upon to 
observe ? 

A. That of the Holy Innocents. 

Q. What is it kept in memory of ? 

A. The massacre of the young children^ from two 
years' old and under^ in Bethlehem of Judea, and in 
all the coasts thereof, by order of Herod. 

Q. Why did Herod do this ? 

A. In the hope that Jesus would have been among 
them, calculating from the time that he had diligently 
enquired of the ** Wise Men." 

Q. What prophecy was fulfilled by the cruel decree 
of Herod? 

A. That of the Prophet Jeremiah. 

Q. Repeat the words. 

A. A voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation, 
and bitter weeping; Rahel weeping for her children 
refused to be comforted for her children, because 
they were not. Jeremiah xxxi. 15. 

Q. Where was the Infant Saviour when Herod 
sought to kill him ? 

A. In Egypt, where Joseph had been warned by 
the Aingel of the Lord to take the yoimg Child aad 
His Mother. 

Q. What portion of Scripture does the Church 
select for the Epistle on this day ? 

A. Revelation xiv. 1, 5. 
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Q. Whom do you understand by the hundred and 
forty and four thousand ? 

A. Those, who like the Holy Innocents, were 
redeemed from the earth before they had fallen into 
any wilfiil sin, or had been beguiled by the deceits of 
an evil world. 

Q. What does St. John say of them ? 

A. These were redeemed from among men, being 
the first fruits unto God; and to the Lamb. Revela- 
tion xiv. 4. 

Q. What is our prayer at this time ? 

A. That as Ood had made infants to glorify him 
by their deaths. That he Would mortify and kill all 
unholy desires in us, and so strengthen us by His 
grace ; that by the innocency of our lives, and the 
constancy of our faith, unto death, we may glorify 
His Holy Name. 

Q. On what day is this Feast observed ? 

A. The 28th December. 



CHAPTER XII. 

The Feast of ike Circumcision^ \st January, 

Q* Of what is this day kept in remembrance ? 

A. Of that day in which our Blessed Lord became 
obedient to the law for man, and for our sakes shed 
his blood. 

Q. By whom was Circumcision instituted ? 

A. By God himself. 

Q. Wherefore did God institute it? 
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A. As a sign of the covenant or agreement He 
made with Abraham. 

Q. What was God's promise to Abraham ? 

A* That He would bless him and be a God unto 
him, and give to Abraham and his seed afterwards, 
the land wherein he was then a stranger. Genesis 
xvii. 7, 8. 

Q. What was the condition or part of the cove- 
nant which God required ? 

A. Walk before me and be thou perfect Genesis 
xvii. 1. 

Q. When did God establish this covenant with 
Abraham ? 

A. B.C.1898. 

Q. And when was it renewed ? 

A. To Moses, 430 years after. Galatians iii. 17. 

Q. How did Abraham receive it ? 

A. As a seal of the righteousness of the faith 
which he had yet being uncircumcised. Bomans 
iv. 11. 

Q. Was there any penalty annexed to the non- 
observance of this rite ? 

A. Yes, that soul shall be cut off" from His people; 
he hath broken my covenant. Genesis xvii. 14. 

Q. What rite has the Christian Church to take 
place of the Jewish rite of Circumcision ? 

A. The Holy Sacrament of Baptism. 

Q. What i^ God's part to us in the Covenant or 
Sacrament of Baptism ? 

A. We are therein made Members of Christ, 
• D 
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Children of God, and Inheiitors of the Kingdom of 
Heaven. 

Q. What is our part of the agreement ? 

A. We promise to renomice the Devil and all his 
works, the pomps and vanity of this wicked world, 
and all the sinful lusts of the flesh. To believe all the 
articles of the Christian faith ; to keep God's Holy 
Will and Commandments, and to walk in the same 
all the days of our life. 

Q. By whom was Baptism enjoined upon all 
Christians ? 

A By Christ himself; it was His last command 
to His disciples, " Go ye, therefore, and teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost Matthew 
xxviii. 19. 

Q. What is the earliest type of Baptism given to 

us ? 

A. The Ark which Noah built by the command 
of God. 

Q. Whose authority have you for saying that the 
Ark is a type of Baptism ? 

A. That of St. Peter. 

Q. Repeat what he says. 

A The like figure whereimto even Baptism doth 
also now save us. 1 St. Peter, iii. 21. 
' Q. What is the explanation of the Church re- 
garding Baptism ? 

A. That it is one of the two Sacraments ordained 
by Christ himself, and generally necessary for salvation. 
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Q. What is the prayer of the Church at the 
Festival of the Circumcision ? 

A. That God would grant us the true Circum- 
cision of the Spirit, that our hearts and all our 
members being mortified firom all worldly and carnal 
lusts, we may ever obey his Blessed Will, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

The Feast cf the Epiphany^ 6th January, 

Q. What is the meaning of Epiphany? 

A. The word is taken from the Greek Epiphania, 
and signifies an appearance of lights a manifestation. 

Q. Why does the Church keep this as a Festival I 

A. In remembrance of the "Wise Men," (who 
were a type of the Gentile world) coming this day 
from the East to Jerusalem, there to worship the 
Infant Saviour. 

Q. What led them to the place where Christ was? 

A. The bright shining of a star, which went be- 
fore them, until it stood still over the place where the 
"Young Child was." 

Q. What gifts did they present unto Him ? 

A. Gold, firankincense, and myrrh. 

Q. What did these gifts signify ? 

A. Gold, that He was the King; frankincense, 
our Great High Priest ; and the myrrh, prophetical 
of His death. 

Q» Who were the Gentiles ? 
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A. All other nations beside the Jews. 

Q. Repeat a prophecy that the Gentiles were to 
join equally with the Jews in the blessing of the 
Messiah. 

A. It is alight thing that thou shouldcst be my 
servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore 
the preserved of Israel : I vrill also give thee for a 
light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salva- 
tion unto the end of t^ earth. Isaiah xlix. 6. 

Q. What is the prayer of the Church at this 
time? 

A. That as we know God now by faith, we may, 
after this life, have the fruition of His Glorious 
Godhead. 

Q. On what day is this Festival observed ? 

A. The 6th January. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

The Conversion of St Pauly 25th Jantuzry. 

Q. What great event does the Church celebrate 
this day ? 

A. The conversion of St. Paul, the great Apostle 
of the Gentiles. 

Q. What was Saul, (afterwards Paul) before his 
conversion ? 

A. A Pharisee, brought up at the feet of Gamaliel, 
a celebrated Jewish doctor of the law. 

Q. Who were the Pharisees ? 

A. A sect among the Jews, so called from the 
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Hebrew word, signifying to separate or set apart^ 
because they pretended to greater holiness and piety 
than the rest of the Jews. 

Q. What is the first mention that we have of St. 
Paul? 

A. We read that when St Stephen was stoned, 
his murderers laid down their clothes at the feet of a 
young man, whose name was Saul. Acts vii. 58. 

Q. Did not Saul greatly persecute the followers of 
the Lord Jesus ? 

A. As for Saul, he made havock of the Church, 
entering into eyery house, and haling men and women 
committed them to prison. Acts viii. 3. 

Q. What was the intent of Saul's journey to 
Damascus? 

A. He had letters from the High Priest of the 
synagogue at Damascus, giving him the power, if he 
found any of the followers of the Lord Jesus, either 
man or woman, to bring them bound to Jerusalem. 

Q. Did Saul fulfil his purpose ? 

A. No, for as he journeyed thither, he was struck 
to the earth by a bright light from Heaven, and he 
heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why 
persecutest thou me. Acts ix. 3, 4. 

Q. Whose was the voice that spake unto him ? 

A. The voice of the Lord Jesus. 

Q. What was the efiect of this upon Saul ? 

A. He was instantly converted, as we learn from 
his answer, (acknowledging our Saviour) ^^Lord, what 
wilt thou have me do." 



i 
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Q. Howmany days did Saul remain without sight? 

A. Three days. 

Q. Whom did God then send unto him ? 

A. A certain disciple named Ananias, who dwelt 
at Damascus, and he came to him and said, ^^ Brother 
Saul, the Lord, even Jesus that appeared to thee hath 
sent me that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be 
filled with the Holy Ghost" 

Q. What next followed ? 

A. Saul received his sight, and was baptized ; and 
after dwelling certain days with the disciples, which 
were at Damascus, he preached in the synagogue, 
" Christ, the Son of God.'* 

Q. Where do we read the travels of St. Paul ? 

A. In the acts of the Apostles, written by St. Luke. 

Q. Was not St. Paul greatly persecuted for the 
faith of Christ? 

A. His sufferings appear to have been very greats 
both from the account St. Luke gives of them, and 
from St. Paul's own record, written in the eleventh 
chapter of the second epistle to the Corinthians, 
beginning at the 23rd verse. 

Q. What is the reason that he is called sometimes 
Saul and sometimes Paul ? 

A. Those who were Roman citizens, as St. Paul 
was, always took a Roman name ; as the historian, 
Josephus, called himself Flavins ; hence probably 
Silas is the same with Silvanus. St. Paul took his 
Roman name in preference to his Jewish, because his 
mission was to the Gentiles. 
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Q. Where did St. .Paul preach ? 

A. Over Asia, Arabia, Greece, and greater part 
of the Roman Empire ; and to the utmost bounds of 
the western world. 

Q. Is it not thought that St Paul preached in 
Britain ? 

A. Yes, an ancient historian, Theodoret, men- 
tions the Britons among the names of the nations 
converted by St. Paul. And St. Jerome who wrote 
A.D. 372 : says, that St. Paul preached the Gospel 
in the " western parts." 

Q. How many of the writings of St Paul have 
we ? 

A. Fourteen Epistles : the second Epistle to 
Timothy is the last in order, and was written from 
Rome, where St. Paul was brought before Nero the 
second time. 

Q. What was the immediate cause of the death 
of St. Paul } 

A. He greatly enraged the Emperor Nero by the 
conversion of one of his favorites, at the time of his 
second imprisonment at Rome : and Nero commanded 
St. Paul to be beheaded at a place called the Salvian 
Waters, (Aquae Salvia^ on the 29th of June, A.D. 
&6j in the 68th year of his age, and the 25th of his 
ministry : it is said that St. Peter was crucified on 
the same day. 

Q. What is the prayer of the Church at this 
time ? 

A. That her children always having the wonder- 
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ful conversion of St. Paul in retnembrance, may show 
forth their thankfuhiess to Ood for the same by 
following the Holy Ordinance that he taught. 



CHAPTER XV. 

The Punficatian of St. Mary ihe Virym, 

2nd February. 

Q. What Festival does the Church celebrate this 
day? 

A. The Purification of the Blessed Virgin, and 
the Presentation of Christ in the Temple. 

Q. As the birth of our Saviour was entirely fiee 
from sin, was it of necessity that the Blessed Virgin 
observed the ceremony of Purification ? 

A. It was done in accordance with the law which 
commanded, that after a child had been born, the 
Mother should bring a Lamb for a burnt ofiering; and 
a young Pigeon, or Turtle Dove for a sin ofiering, 
(Leviticus, xii. 6) and that after these ceremonies 
the Mother should have firee access to the Temple. 

Q. But we hear of no Lamb being brought by 
the Virgin, how was that ? 

» A. So poor were the circumstances of the Virgin, 
that she availed herself of the liberty which the law 
gave ; if the parents were too poor to sacrifice a 
Lamb, then might they bring two Turtle Doves, or 
two young Pigeons. Leviticus xii. 8. 

Q. What ceremony have we in the Church to 
take the place of the Jewish rite of Purification ? 
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A. That of the Churching of women^ wherein is 
offered the sacrifice and praise of thanksgiving. 

Q. What other ceremony besides the offerings 
of the Virgin was on this day performed in the 
Temple ? 

A. The presentation of Christ in the Temple. 

Q. Where do we find the presentation of the first- 
bom ordered ? 

A. After God had slain the first-bom of the 
Egyptians, because they would not let Israel go, 
God's command was, ^^ Sanctify unto Me all the first- 
bom, among the children of Israel, both of man and 
of beast : it is Mine." Exodus xiii. 2. 

Q. What was done with the first-bom of beasts ? 

A. They were offered & sacrifice to God upon the 
altar. 

Q. Were not, also, the first firuits of the earth, 
holy unto the Lord? 

A. Yes, they were the Lord*s portion. 

Q. What was done with the first-bom of the 
Israelites ? 

A. If they were males, they were either dedicated 
to the Lord for the service of the Tabernacle ; or they 
might be redeemed by the offering of five shekels ; 
afterwards we read that the Levites were entirely 
given unto God for the service of the Tabemacle. 
Even instead of the first horn. Numbers viii. 16. 

Q. Of what was this a type ? 

A. Of our redemption by the only begotten Son of 
the Father ; the first-bom of the Virgin. Luke ii. 7. 

E 
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For we were not redeemed wilh corruptible things^ as 
silver and gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, 
as of a Lamb without blemish, and without spot. 
1 Peter, i. 18, 19. * 

Q. Who came into the Temple at the time of 
Christ's Presentation ? 

A. Simeon, (he was the father of Gamaliel, the 
celebrated Jewish doctor of the law.) The same 
man was just and devout, waiting for the consolation 
of Israel. Luke ii. 25. 

Q. What had been revealed to him ? 

A. That he should not see death before he had 
seen the Lord's Christ 

Q. In what part of our Church Service do we use 
the Song of Simeon (Nunc dimittis) ? 

A. After the second lesson in the order for Evening 
Prayer. 

Q. What did Simeon prophecy of Christ? 

A. Behold, this Child is set for the fall and rising 
again of many in Israel ; and for a sign which shall 
be spoken against Luke ii. 34. 

Q. Who, also, came into die Temple at that 
instant ? 

A. Anna, a Prophetess, and she gave thanks, like- 
wise) unto the Lord, and spake of Him to all that 
looked for redemption in Israel. 

Q. What did the Prophet Malachi say in reference 
to this day ? 

A. He first of all speaks of John the Baptist, 
(who was bom six months before our Saviour,) and 



35 

then in speaking of Christ, he says, " The Lord 
whom ye seek shall suddenly come to His Temple." 
Malachi iii. 1. 

Q. Did not the Prophet Haggai say, that the 
glory of the second Temple should be greater than 
that of the former ? 

A. He saySy that the Lord would fill that house 
with glory ; and in that place He would give peace. 
Haggai ii. 9. 

Q. But, was not the firstTemple, built by Solomon, 
far more magnificent than the second ? 

A. Yes, but the second Temple surpassed the 
former, since in it was the Presentation of the Lord's 
Christ. 

Q. What do we pray for in this Festival ? 

A. That as the only begotten Son of God was 
this day Presented in the Temple, in substance of our 
flesh, so may we be presented unto God with pure 
and clean hearts by the same Jesus Christ our Lord. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

Ash Wednesday y or the first day of Lent 

Q. What day is Ash Wednesday ? 

A. The beginning of the Fasts of Lent, which 
comes (deducting the six Sundays in Lent) forty days 
before the great Festival of Easter. 

Q. What is the meaning of Lent ? 

A. It is an old Saxon word, signifying the spring : 
this Fast being always held in the spring. 
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Q. Why is it called Ash Wednesday ? 

A. Because, formerly, on this day, penitents put 
ashes on their heads in token of humiliation. 

Q. Is not the observance of the Fast of Lent a 
very ancient custom ? 

A. It is mentioned by Irenaeus, one of the earliest 
writers and fathers of the Church, and who lived only 
ninety years after St John the Evangelist 

Q. What other reason have we for knowing that 
this Fast was of very early observance ? 

A. From the dispute that arose very early in the 
Church, as to what time this Fast was to extend^ and 
then it was decided to end on the day when Easter 
commenced. 

Q. What is the meaning of Fasting ? 

A. Abstinence and self-denial. 

Q. Have we any authority in the Scriptures for 
Fasting ? 

A. In the Old Testament we frequently read of 
the Jews being commanded to Fast; and, also, we 
have the example of Moses> Elijah, and Daniel. 

Q. What authority have we in the New Testament 
for Fasting ? 

A. That of our Blessed Lord himself, who Fasted 
forty days. 

Q. Had our Blessed Redeemer any sin to subdue 
that he Fasted? 

A. No, He was entirely free from sin, and he 
did it for our sakes, to set us an example in all things. 

Q. What end have we in view in Fasting ? 
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A. That the flesh may be subdued to the spirit, 
and that our evil wills and affections may be under 
the control of God's Law. 

Q. What was the discipline of the Primitive 
Church at the beginning of Lent ? 

A. Persons who had committed notorious sin were 
put to open penance. 

Q. What is the custom of the Church now, on the 
first day of Lent ? 

A. There is read, in the presence of the con- 
gregation, the general sentences of God's Judgments 
against impenitent sinners, gathered out of the 
twenty-seventh chapter of Deuteronomy, and other 
portions of Scripture ; and at the end of every sen- 
tence the congregation is to answer, Amen. 

Q. What do we pray to God for in the collect 
used this day, and throughout Lent ? 

A. That God will create and make in us new and 
contrite hearts, that we worthily lamenting our sins, 
and acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain, of 
the God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgive- 
ness ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 



CHAPTER XVII. 

Tlie Ember Fasts. 

Q. When are the Ember Days ? 

A. The Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday, after 
the first Sunday in Lent ; after the Feast of Pentecost ; 
and after September 14th ; and December 14th. 
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Q. Why are they called Ember Days ? 

A. From an old Saxon word, the meaning of 
which is circuit or course. 

Q. What most holy and apostolic rite is per- 
formed in the Ember Weeks ? 

A. The admission of Priests and Deacons into 
Holy Orders. 

Q. What do you mean by persons being admitted 
into Holy Orders ? 

A. Men, having first been called by the Holy 
Ghost, taking upon them to be overseers of, and to 
feed, with God's Holy Word, the Church which 
Christ founded, and to be the administrators of His 
Holy Sacraments. 

Q. By whom is the holy ceremony of admitting 
Deacons and Priests into Holy Orders performed ? 

A. By the appointed Bishop. 

Q. In what manner ? 

A. By public prayer and the imposition or laying 
on of the Bishop's hands. 

Q. Have we any authority for this from Holy 
Writ? 

A. Yes, we read in Acts, sixth chapter, third and 
sixth verses, of seven men of good report being chosen 
and set before the Apostles, upon whom, when they 
had prayed, they layed their hands. 

Q. Have we any other reason for knowing that by 
laying on of the Apostles' hands holy men were 
admitted to feed the Church of Christ 1 

A. Yes, St. Paul, in writing to Timothy, first 
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Bishop of the Church at Ephesus, tells him to lay 
hands suddenly on no man. 

Q. From whom <tid the Apostles receive their 
Divine Commission ? 

A. From our Saviour himself, the great Shepherd 
and Bishop of our souls. As My Father hath sent 
Me, even so send I you : and He breathed on them 
and said. Receive ye the Holy Ghost. John xx. 
21, 22. 

Q. How long did Christ promise His Presence to 
His Church ? 

A. For ever. Lo, I am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the world. Matthew xxviii. 20. 

Q. How many orders have we in the Ministry of 
the Church ? 

A. Three, Bishops, Priests and Deacons. . 

Q. What does St. Paul say of the Christian 
Ministry ? 

A. Let a man so account of us, as of the Ministers 
of Christ, and Stewards of the Mysteries of God* 
1 Corinthians, iv. 1. 

Q. What is said of those who condemn and 
despise God's Ministers 1 

A. They are said, not only to despise man, but 
God. Luke x. 16. 

Q What is the object of our prayer and fasting 
on the Ember Days ? 

A. We pray God, at this time, so to govern the 
hearts of His servants, the bishops, that they may 
lay hands suddenly on no man, but faithfully and 
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wisely make choice of fit persons for the sacred 
Ministry of the Church ; and we pray that all those 
who are thus chosen, may set forth the Glory of God, 
and forward the salvation of all men ; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

St. Matthias^ J^oyi 24tA February. 

Q. Who was St. Matthias? 

A. He was one of the seventy disciples of our 
Lord, and afterwards chosen to be an Apostle, in the 
place of the traitor Judas* 

Q. Is it expressly said that he was one of the 
seventy disciples ? 

A. It is not expressly said that he was one of the 
seventy, but it is inferred, from what St. Peter says of 
St Matthias, when addressing the disciples, prepara- 
tory to their choosing an Apostle to make up the 
number of the twelve, from which Judas, by trans- 
gression, fell. 

Q. What does St. Peter say of St. Matthias ? 

A. He had been with them all the time that the 
Lord Jesus went in and out among them, beginning 
from the Baptism of John, and that he had witnessed 
the Resurrection. Acts i. 21, 22. 

Q. Was there not another selected for the Apostle- 
ship at the same time ? 

A. Yes, Joseph called Barsabas, who was sur- 
named Justus. 
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Q. How was St. Matthias chosen ? 

A. They gave forth their lots ; and the lot fell 
upon Matthias; and he was numbered with the 
eleven Apostles. Acts i. 26r. 

Q. Where was the field of this Apostle's labors? 

A. It is thought that he travelled eastward, 
and that his principal abode was in the Province 
of Capadocia, where he obtained the crown of 
martyrdom, A.D. 61. 

Q. What death did he die ? 

A. He was crucified. 

Q. What does the Church pray for at this time ? 

A. That God would preserve His Church from 
false Apostles, and grant unto them to be guided by 
faithful and true Pastors. 

Q. On what day is this Festival kept 1 

A. The 24th February. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

The Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary^ 

25th March. 

Q. Of what is the Feast of the Annunciation held 
in honor ? 

A. The glad tidings which the Atgel Gabriel 
brought to the Blessed Virgin, that she should bring 
forth a Son, and call His name Jesus. 

Q. What is the meaning of the name " Jesus " ? 

A. A Saviour : for it was foretold, " He shall save 
His people from their sins." Matthew h 21. 
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Q. Whose Son did the Angel say He should be 
called ? 

A. The Son of the Highest. 

Q. What did He say of the Kingdom of Christ ? 

A. That there should be no end of it. 

Q. Did the Blessed Virgin doubt the fulfilment of 
that which was told her by the Angel ? 

A. She questioned, but did not doubt. The 
Angel of the Lord answered and said unto her, 
'* The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee ; and the 
power of the Highest shall overshadow thee; 
therefore, also that Holy Thing which shall be 
bom of thee, shall be called the Son of God." 
Luke i. 35. 

Q. When was the earliest promise of a Saviour 
made? 

A. When God expelled Adam from Eden, in His 
wrath He remembered mercy ; and promised that the 
seed of the woman should bruise the head of the 
serpent. Genesis iii. 15. 

Q. Of what prophecy does St. Matthew speak, as 
being fulfilled by the birth of our Saviour ? 

A. That of the Prophet Isaiah, (vii. 14^ " Behold, 
a Virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall 
call His name Immanuel;" which St. Matthew says, 
being interpreted, is God with us. 

Q. What does St. John say of the Incarnation 
of our Blessed Lord ? 

A. The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among 
us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only 
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begotten of the Father), full of grace and tnith. 
John i. 14. 

Q. What does St. Paul say ? 

A. When the fulness of the time was come^ God 
sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made imder 
the law. Galatians iv. 4. 

Q. To what beautiful song of thanksgiving did 
the Blessed Virgin give utterance ? 

A. That song which is called " The Magnificat," 
and is recorded in Luke i. 46, 55, 

Q. In what part of our Church Service is it used? 

A. After the first lesson in the afternoon service. 

Q. What is our prayer at this time ? 

A. That the Lord will pour His grace into our 
hearts, and as we know the Incarnation of His 
Blessed Son, by the message of an Angel, so by His 
Cross and Passion we may be brought unto the glory 
of the Resurrection. 

Q. On what day is this Festival kept ? 

A. The 25th March. 



CHAPTER XX. 

Good Friday. 

Q. What most solemn day in the Christian year 
occurs in the last week in Lent ? 

A. The day of our Saviour's Passion, commonly 
called Good Friday. 

Q. What happened on this day ? 

A. The Crucifixion of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, who, as on this day, made a full and 
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perfect satisfaction, and free oblation of Himself to 
His Father for the sins of the whole world. 

Q. Had His death been foretold ? 

A. Yes, by many of the Prophets. 

Q. State some of them. 

A. Isaiah, in the fifty-third chapter, speaks of our 
sins being laid on the Lamb of God ; of his being 
taken from prison and from judgment; of being 
wounded for our transgressions ; and that with His 
stripes we are healed. 

Q. What further does Isaiah say ? 

A. He made His grave with the wicked, and with 
the rich in His death. 

Q. How were these two last predictions fulfilled ? 

A. He made His grave with the wicked, by being 
crucified between two thieves, as we read in St. 
Matthew xxvii. 38, " Then were there two thieves 
crucified with Him, one on the right hand and 
another on the left." 

Q. And what was the fulfilment of the other 
prophecy ? 

-A. We read of Joseph, a rich man of Arimathea, 
laying the body in his own new tomb. Matthew 
xxvii. 57, 60. 

Q. Did not David, also describe the sufferings of 
Christ with great minuteness ? 

A. Yes, he speaks of His hands and His feet 
being pierced. Psalm xxii 16. And, also, of His 
garments being parted among His executioners, and 
lots being cast upon His vesture. 
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Q. Were not the prophecies of David fulfilled to 
the letter ? 

A. The nails pierced His sacred hands and feet 
when he was fastened to the cross ; and St. John says, 
the coat was without seam, woven from the top through- 
out, therefore, they did not rend it ; but cast lots 
for it, whose it should be : the rest of His garments 
were divided among the soldiers. John xix. 23, 24. 

Q. What Feast were the Jews celebrating at the 
time of the death of Christ ? 

A. The Feast of the Passover. 

Q. Of what was the Passover kept in remem- 
brance ? 

A. When the destroying Angel of the Lord slew 
the first-bom of the Egyptians, he passed over the 
house of the Israelites, upon the lintels of whose door 
posts, by the command of God, there was sprinkled 
the blood of the Paschal Lamb. Exodus xii. 12, 13. 

Q. Were not the Jews, by the sacrifice of Christ, 
at this very time unwittingly fulfilling Scripture ? 

A. Yes, for the Paschal Lamb was a type of the 
true Lamb of God, whose blood cleanseth from all sin. 

Q. What perpetual Feast did our Saviour Christ 
institute the night that he was betrayed, to take the 
place of the Paschal supper which He and His dis- 
ciples were then celebrating ? 

A. The Sacrament of His most blessed body and 
blood. 

Q. Why was it ordained ? 

A. For the continual remembrance of the sacrifice 
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of the death of our Redeemer, and the benefits which 
we receive thereby. 

Q. How long is the Feast of the Lord's supper to 
be kept ? 

A. Until the Lord comes. 1 Corinthians, xi. 26. 

Q. What should we learn from the death of 
Christ ? 

A. To die unto sin. Romans vi. 2. 

Q. What does the Church teach her children to 
pray for at this solemn season ? 

A. Not only for themselves, as being members of 
His Holy Church, but, for all Jews, Turks, Infidels, 
and Hereticks, that they with us, may be brought 
home to his flock, and saved with the remnant of the 
true Israelites, and made one fold under one Shepherd, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 



CHAPTER XXI. 

Easter Day. 

Q. Does the celebration of Easter always happen 
at the same time of the year ? 

A. No. Easter, Ascension Day, Whit Sunday, 
and Trinity Sunday are moveable Feasts. 

Q. What do you mean by moveable Feasts ? 

A. All those celebrations which depend upon the 
time that the Feast of Easter is held. 

Q. By what rule do we know when to keep 

Easter ? 
A. It is always the first Sunday after the full 

moon which happens upon or after the 21st of March. 
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Q. What great event is commemorated at £aster? 

A The Resurrection from the grave of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Q. On what day did Christ rise from the dead ? 

A. The third day. 

Q. The third day from what period f 

A. From His burial, and the first day of the 
week. John xx. 1. 

Q. Tell me a prophecy foretelling that Christ 
should not remain long in the grave. 

A. In the Psalms: David foreseeing his own 
resurrection through Christ, says, "For thou shalt 
not leave my soul in Hell ; '' and speaking of the 
Saviour's, he says, " Neither wilt thou suffer thine 
Holy One to see corruption." 

Q. What command did the chief Priests give 
concerning the place of our Lord's burial ? 

A. They commanded the sepulchre to be made 
sure, sealing the stone, and setting a watch. Matthew 
xxvii. 65. 

Q. But was it not impossible for the grave to 
retain the Lord of Life and Light longer than it 
pleased Him ? 

A. We read that there was a great earthquake, 
and that the Angel of the Lord descended from 
Heaven, and rolled back the stone from the door, and 
sat upon it. And when the women who came to the 
sepulchre, looked in, they saw not the body of the 
Lord Jesus. Matthew xxviii. 2, 5. 

Q. Of what is Christ the Lord ? 
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A. The dead and the living. Romans xiv. 9. 

Q. What does He say of Himself in His Reve- 
lation of St. John ? 

A. I am He that liveth, and was dead; and behold 
I am alive for evermore, Amen ; and have the keys of 
hell and of death. Revelation i. 18. 

Q. What do we learn concerning ourselves by 
the Resurrection of Christ ? 

A. That we shall all rise again ; for as in Adam 
all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. 
1 Corinthians, xv. 21, 22. 

Q. What else does the Resurrection of Christ 
teach us ? 

A. That as we are buried with Him by Baptism 
into death ; that like as Christ was raised from the 
dead, even so we should walk in newness of life. 
Romans vi. 4. 

Q. What are the exhortations of the Church at 
this season ? 

A. To raise our thoughts to high and Heavenly 
things ; and to teach us to seek those things that are 
above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 

Q. What is the prayer of the Church ? 

A. That as God has overcome death by His only 
begotten Son, Jesus Christ, and thereby opened unto 
us the gate of everlasting life ; so we pray that He 
would put into our minds good desires ; and by His 
continual help enable us to bring the same to good 
effect. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

St Mark's Day^ 25th April. 

Q. Who was St. Mark ? 

A. He was born of Jewish parents, and descended 
from the house of Levi. He was the companion of 
St Peter in all his travels. 

Q. Are there not several of the name of Mark 
mentioned in the writings of the Apostles ? 

A. Yes, John, whose surname was Mark ; Mark, 
the son of the sister of Barnabas ; Mark, whom St. 
Paul styles his fellow labourer ; and Mark, whom St. 
Peter calls his own son. 

Q. Which of all these is St. Mark the Evangelist 
supposed to be ? 

A. The last mentioned, as he was the constant 
companion of St. Peter, and acted as interpreter to 
him in his travels. 

Q. What did he write ? 

A. '^The Gospel called by his name; the facts 
related therein, he learned from St Peter. By 
some of the Ancients this is called St. Peter's 
Gospel. 

Q. What was the cause of its being vmtten ? 

A. It was written after the defeat of Simon Magus, 
for the converts to Christianity at Rome. 

Q. Where did St. Mark chiefly teach the Gospel ? 

A. At Alexandria, in Egypt, where he founded a 
Bishopric. 

Q. Where did he suffer martyrdom ? 

A. At Alexandria. 

G 
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Q What were some of the circumstances attend- 
ing his death ? 

A. At the Festival of Easter, St. Mark was 
performing service at the Christian Church ; and at 
the same time of the year the Egyptians were paying 
extraordinary honors to iheir idol Serapis, when they 
fell upon St Mark, tore him from the Church, tied 
his hands and feet with cords^ and dragged him 
through the streets, until he expired under the 
tortiu*e, A.D. 68. It is said that their inhuman 
cruelties lasted two days. 

Q. What do we pray for on this day ? 

A. That as it has pleased God to instruct His 
Holy Church in the doctrine of this Evangelist, that 
He would give us grace to be established in the truth 
of the Gospel. 

Q. On what day of the year is this Festival kept? 

A. The 25ih April. 



CHAPTER XXIII. 

St Philip and St Jameses Day^ Ist May. 

Q. Who was St. Philip ? 

A. He was one of the twelve Apostles. 

Q. Where was St. Philip bom ? 

A. At Bethsaida, in Galilee. 

Q, Repeat some passage from St. John, where 
mention is made of this Apostle. 

A. He is spoken of as tellipg Nathanael that 
they had found Jesus of Nazareth, of whom Moses, 
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in the law, and the Prophets did write. John i. 45. 
And again, when our Lord fed five thousand 
miraculously, he asked Philip, to prove him, what 
they should do to feed so great a multitude. John 
vi. 5. 

Q. What did Philip ask our Lord after one of 
his discourses, delivered just before the Passover. 

A. Lord, show us the Father, and it sufficeth us. 
John xiv. 8. 

Q. What did our Lord answer him ? 

A. He that hath seen me hath seen the Father. 
John xiv. 9. 

Q. Where did St. PhiUp preach ? 

A. Li upper Asia ; particularly in Hierapolis, a 
city of Phrygia. ^ 

Q. Is it called Hierapolis now ? 

A. It is now Aleppo. 

Q. What was the cause of his death? 

A. He had obtained the banishment of a serpent 
that was worshipped by the inhabitants of that city ; 
in consequence of this many of the people were 
converted, whereupon St. Philip was imprisoned, and 
afterwards put to death. 

Q. What death did he suffer ? 

A. He was fastened to a cross and stoned. 

Q. Who was St. James the less, as he is some- 
times called ? 

A. The son of Alphaeus, and in the Jewish ac- 
ceptation of the term, with St. Jude, brother to our 
Lord. He was one of the twelve Apostles. 
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Q. Did not the Jews extend the title of brother to 
all near connections ? 

A. YeS; St. James is thought to have been the 
cousin of our Lord. 

Q. What reason have you for saying this ? 

A. St. Matthew calls him James the son of 
AlphaBus. Matthew x. 3. And St John, in men- 
tioning the women who stood near the cross of 
Jesus, speaks of the sister of the mother of our Lord, 
as Mary the wife of Cleophas. Alphaeus and 
Cleophas meaning the same person. John xix. 25. 

Q. By what titles is this St. James called by 
writers of the early Church ? 

A. By Ihe titles of James the less, and James the 
just. 

Q. Why was he called the just ? 

A. From his extraordinary sanctity. Prayer was 
his delight and business ; and his love and charity 
were such that he prayed for his murderers at the 
very time they were putting him to death. 

Q. Of what place was he Bishop ? 

A. He was appointed the first Bishop of Jeru- 
salem, about a year after our Lord's Ascension. 

Q. What writings has he left the Church ? 

A. The j^pistle bearing his name ; the teaching 
of which, is that faith without works is dead, being 
alone. 

Q. What was the cause of his death ? 

A. Ananus, the high Priest, required of St. James 
to renounce the Christian faith ; and he was carried to 



53 

the battlemeiits of the temple to be cast down from 
thence in case of refusal. 

Q. Did St. James deny his Lord and Master ? 

A. No ; he, with great zeal and vehemence, ex- 
horted to the faith of Christ. 

Q. What did his persecutors then to him ? 

A. They threw him down headlong from thence, 
and in the fall his legs were broken ; yet still he 
prayed. The multitude then fell upon him with a 
shower of stones ; at last, one with a club struck him 
on the head, after which he soon died. 

Q. When did this happen ? 

A. A.D. bl^ in the 96th year of his age. 

Q, What is the prayer of the Church on this day? 

A. That God would grant us perfectly to know 
His Son Jesus Christ to be the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life. 

Q. On what day is his memory kept ? - 

A. In conjunction with that of St. Philip, 1st 
May. 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

Rogation Days. 

Q. When are the Rogation Days ? 

A. The Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday before 
Holy Thursday, or the Ascension of our Lord. 

Q. What is the meaning of Rogation ? 

A. It is taken from the Latin word " Rogare,'* 
signifying to beseech, because on these days public 
litanies were used. 
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Q. When were the Rogation Days first instituted ? 

A. In the fifth century, by Mamertus, the then 
Bishop of Vienne, a town in the south of France. 

Q. How should they be observed ? 

A. As private Fast days, with public prayers, and 
the use of the litanies. 



CHAPTER XXV. 

Ascension Day^ or Holy Thursday. 

Q. Why is Ascension Day observed ? 

A. Because we, on this day, celebrate the ascend- 
ing of our Lord and Master Jesus Christ into 
Heaven. 

Q. How long after the Resurrection of our Lord 
did His Ascension take place ? 

A. Forty days. 

Q. Give me aiuthority for what you state. 

A. We read in the first chapter of the Acts of 
the Apostles, that our Lord shewed himself alive to 
His Apostles, after His Passion, by many infallible 
proofs ; being seen forty days of them. 

Q. Repeat a prophecy foretelling Christ's ascen- 
sion into Heaven. 

A. Thou hast ascended on high; thou hast led 
captivity captive ; thou hast received gifts for men. 
Psalm Ixviii. 18. 

Q. What were the gifts that Christ received for 
men ? 

A. The gifts of the Holy Ghost. 
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Q. From what place did he ascend ? 

A. From Bethany, the Mount of Olives. 

Q. What was the last command our Lord gave 
to His disciples ? 

A. Go ye therefore,and teachall nations,baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost. Matthew xxviii. 19. 

Q. What was His last promise ? 

A. Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end 
of the world. Matthew xxviii. 20. 

Q. What was His last act I 

A. He lifted up His hands and blessed them. 
Luke xxiv. 50. 

Q. And while the men of Galilee gazed into 
Heaven, after their risen and ascended Lord, who 
appeared unto them ? 

A. Behold, two men stood by them in white 
apparel, and said, This same Jesus which is taken 
up from you into Heaven, shall so come in like 
maimer as you have seen him go into Heaven. 
Actsi. 10,11. 

Q. Of how great a number was our Lord seen in 
the period between the Resurrection and the 
Ascension ? 

A. We read that He was seen of above five 
hundred brethren at once. 1 Corinthians, xv. 6. 

Q. Where now is Christ ? 

A. Even at the right hand of God. 

Q. Hath His care for His people ceased ? 

A. No> he maketh intercession for us. Romans 
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viii. 34. He is able to save to the uttermost all that 
come to God by Him. Hebrews vii. 25. 

Q. What do we pray for at this season ? 

A. That, as our Blessed Lord has ascended into 
Heaven, so may we, also, in heart and mind, thither 
ascend, and with him continually dwell. 

Q. When is this Festival kept ? 

A. Forty days after Easter. 



CHAPTER XXVI. 

Whit Sunday. 

Q. What moveable Festival comes next in order 
to Ascension Day ? 

A. Whit Sunday. It is kept ten days after Holy 
Thursday, or Ascension Day. 

Q. Why is it called Whit Sunday ? 

A. Because, in the Primitive days of the Church, 
Whit Sunday was one of the stated times for 
Baptism, when those who were Baptized were 
clothed in white raiment, emblematical of that 
spiritual purity they received in Baptism. 

Q. Why do we keep this Festival ? 

A. Because on this day our Blessed Lord fulfilled 
His promise to His Church, of sending the Holy 
Ghost upon them. 

Q. What Feast were the Jews celebrating at this 
time? 

A. The Feast of Pentecost. 

Q. What is the meaning of Pentecost ? 
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A. It is taken from a Greek word, meaning 
fiftieth, as it was always celebrated fifty days after 
the Feast of the Passover. Leviticus xxiii. 15, 16. 

Q. Why did the Jews keep the Pentecost ? 

A. In memory of the promulgation of the law 
jfirom Mount Sinai, and to entreat the Divine 
Blessing upon the ensuing harvest. 

Q« Who were assembled at Jerusalem at the 
celebration of Pentecost, after our Lord's Ascension? 

A. Inhabitants of no less than fifteen different 
countries were present at Jerusalem, celebrating this 
Festival, both Jews and Proseljrtes. 

Q. What miraculous event happened ? 

A. Suddenly there came a sound firom Heaven 
as of a rushing, mighty wind. And there appeared 
unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and they 
were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to 
speak with other tongues, as the spirit gave them 
utterance. 

Q. What prophecy was herein fiilfiUed ? 

A. That of the Prophet Joel. And it shall come 
to pass afterwards, that I shall pour out My Spirit 
upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters 
shall prophecy, your old men shaU dream dreams, 
your young men shall see visions. Joel iL 28, 29. 

Q. Why were the Apostles endowed vrith the 
gift of tongues ? 

A. To enable them to obey our Saviour's com- 
mand. ^^ Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations." 
Matthew xxviii. 19. 

H 
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Q. How are the gifts of the Holy Spirit divided 
by Christian teachers ? 

A. Into two classes; ordinary, and extraordinary. 

Q. What do we understand by the extraordinary 
gifts of the Holy Spirit ? 

A. Those that were given to the Apostles, and 
first teachers of the Gospel; such as this gift of 
speaking in unknown tongues, and other miraculous 
powers ; as healing the sick, raising the dejsid, pro- 
phecy, and discerning of spirits. 1 Corinthians, 
xii. 8, 10. 

Q. What are the ordinary gifts, or fruits of the 
Spirit ? 

A. Love, joy, peace, long suffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, temperance. Galatians 
V. 22, 23. 

Q. How will a^ continuance of these good gifts 
be vouchsafed to us ? 

A. They are strengthened and refreshed by par- 
taking of the Holy Communion, renewed by earnest 
prayer, and finally rooted in our hearts by reading 
and inwardly digesting God's Holy Word. 

Q. What is the effect of this abiding of the Holy 
Spirit in our hearts ? 

A. Sanctification. 
• Q. What does the Church teach us to pray for at 
this great Festival ? 

A. That God would send His Holy Spirit into 
our hearts, and enable us to have a right judgment in 
all things, and evermore to rejoice in His Holy 
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Comfort; through the merits of Christ Jesus our 
Saviour. 



CHAPTER XXVI.* 

Trinity Sunday. 

Q. What Festival has the Church appointed to 
be held the next Sunday after Whit Sunday ? 

A. That Festival held in honor of the doctrine of 
the Glorious and ever Blessed Trinity. 

Q. Whg,t do you understand by the doctrine of 
the Holy Trinity ? 

A. Three Divine Persons in one Godhead; 
namely, God the Father, God the Son, and God the 
Holy Ghost; and in this Glorious Trinity none is 
afore or after the other ; none is greater or less than 
another. 

Q. Repeat a text from Holy Writ, proving that 
our Lord Jesus is God. 

A. In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. John i 1. 

Q. But how do you know that the ^*Word'* 
means Christ ? 

A. And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt 
among us. John i. 14. 

Q. Repeat a text from the Old Testament, prov- 
ing the same truth. 

A. Isaiah, in prophecying the coming of Christ, 
says — ^And His name shall be called Wonderftil, 
Counsellor, the mighty God, the everlasting Father, 
the Prince of Peace. Isaiah ix. 6. 
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Q. Mention a text proving the Godhead of the 
Holy Ghost 

A. When Ananias kept back part of the price of 
the land, and to conceal what he had done, spoke 
falsely, Peter said unto him, Why hath Satan filled 
thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost? Thou hast 
not lied unto man, but unto God. Acts v. 3, 4. 

Q. Repeat a text on the Unity of the ever Blessed 
Trinity. 

A. Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is one Lord. 
Deuteronomy vi. 4. 

Q. Tell me another text 

A. There are three that bear record in Heaven, 
the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these 
three are one. 1 John, v. 7. 

Q. What are the three distinct offices that the 
Glorious Trinity has condescended to perform in 
reference to man ? 

A. God the Father is our Creator ; God the Son is 
our Redeemer ; and God the Holy Ghost our Sanc- 
tifier. 

Q. What is the prayer that the Church puts into 
the lips of her children at this season ? ' 

A. That, as God has given unto His servants 
grace by the confession of a true faith to acknowledge 
the Glory of the Eternal Trinity, and in the power of 
the Divine Majesty to worship the Unity, so we 
beseech Him evermore to keep us stedfast in this 
faith, and evermore defend us from all things adverse 
to it. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

St Barnabas' s J?ay, llth June. • 

Q. Who was St. Barnabas ? 

A. He was a Levite by birth, a native of the Isle 
of Cypras. 

Q. What is it that we first read of him ? 

A. As selling his land^ and laying the price of it 
at the Apostles' feet for general distribution among 
the members of the Church. Acts iv. 36, 37. 

Q. What was his name before this ? 

A. Joses, but after this act of charity, the 
Apostles gave him the name of Barnabas, which 
means the son of consolation. 

Q. Was not Barnabas the first that received Saul 
after his conversion ? 

A. Yes; when the disciples could not believe 
that Saul had really become a Christian, Barnabas 
took him and brought him to the Apostles, and told 
them how he had been persecuted at Damascus for 
preaching in the name of Jesus. Acts ix. 27. 

Q. Where did St. Barnabas first preach ? 

A. At Antioch, the word had been preached 
there by those that had left Jerusalem in consequence 
of the death of St. Stephen, and of the persecutions 
that there were against the Church, after that he 
preached at Jerusalem, he was also sent to Antioch 
to confirm the new converts in the faith. 

Q. What high commendation had St. Barnabas 
in the Church ? 



62 

A. That he was a good majk, and full of the Holy 
Ghost, and of faith. Acts xi. 24. 

Q. What do we next learn from St. Luke's ac- 
count of Barnabas ? 

A. That the believers increased so much at 
Antioch, that it was more than St. Barnabas could do 
to preach alone to them, and that he went to Tarsus 
for Saul to help him in the work. 

Q. What were the first converts to the doctrine, 
that the Apostles taught, called in Antioch ? 

A. There they were first called Christians. Acts 
xi. 26. 

Q. Where did St. Barnabas next journey? 

A. To Judea, a severe famine raging there, the 
Church in Antioch made a collection for their poorer 
brethren therein, and sent it by the hands of Bar- 
nabas, who was accompanied by Saul. He also took 
with him John, whose surname was Mark. 

Q. What happened there ? 

A. They were, by express revelation from the 
Holy Ghost, set apart to preach the Gospel to the 
Gentiles. They then went through several cities 
preaching the Gospel, at length they returned again 
to Antioch. 

Q. After that, did Barnabas and Paul continue 
together ? 

A. They remained at Antioch for some time ; at 
length St. Paul proposed that they should revisit the 
cities where they had formerly preached. 

Q. Whom did St. Barnabas wish to take widi him ? 
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A. His kinsman, Mark, but St. Paul objected to 
it, as he had left them in Famphylia. 

Q. Did St. Paul and St Barnabas then part ? 

A. Yes, Barnabas took Mark with him, to revisit 
the churches of his own country, Cyprus ; and Paul 
took Silas, and revisited the churches of Syria and 
Cilicia. 

Q. What death did St. Barnabas die i 

A. He was stoned to death at Salamis, the chief 
city of Cyprus. 

Q. What is the prayer of the Church at this time? 

A. That, as God did endow the Apostle Barnabas 
with singular gifts of the Holy Ghost, we beseech 
Him not to leave us destitute of His manifold gifl^s, 
nor of the grace to use them to His honor and 
Glory. 

Q. On what day is this Festival kept ? 

A. On the 11th of June. 



CHAPTER XXVIII. 

Si. John the Baptist's Day^ 2Ath June. 

Q. Who was St. John the Baptist ? 

A. The son of a certain priest named Zacharias, 
and Elizabeth, who was of the house of Aaron. 

Q. By whom was his birth foretold to his father 
Zacharias ? 

A. By the Angel Gabriel, six months before he 
foretold the birth of our Lord to the Blessed Virgin. 

Q. Had the coming of St. John been prophesied? 
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A. Yes, by the Prophets Isaiah and Malachi. 

Q. Repeat the prophecy of Isaiah. 

A. The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, 
" Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in 
the desert a highway for our God." Isaiah xl. 3. 

Q. What does St. Matthew say of John the 
Baptist ? 

A. For this is he that was spQken of by the 
Prophet Esaias, saying. The voice of one crying in 
the wilderness, prepare ye the way of the Lord, make 
His paths straight. Matthew iii. 3. 

Q. Hepeat the prediction of Malachi concern- 
ing him. 

A. Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall 
prepare the way before me. And again. Behold, I will 
send you Elijah before the coming of the great and 
dreadful day of the Lord. Malachi iii. 1, and iv. 5. 

Q. What testimony did our Lord bear of John 
the Baptist ? 

A. Verily, I say unto you, Among them that are 
bom of women, there hath not risen a greater than 
John the Baptist. And if ye will receive it, this is 
Elias which was for to come. Matthew xi. 11, 14. 

Q. What became of St. John until the beginning 
of his Ministry ? 

A. He was in the deserts till the day of his show- * 
ing himself unto Israel. Luke i. 80. 

Q. Was not the life St. John led in the wilderness 
very self-denying and abstemious ? 

A. We read that his raiment was camel's hair. 
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a leathern girdle about his loins, and his meat was 
locusts and wild honey. Matthew iii. 4. 

Q. Why was St John called the Baptist ? 

A. Because he preached the Baptism of Re- 
pentance, and baptized the people in the River 
Jordan. 

Q. Was Baptism, before the time of St. John, 
unknown to the Jews ? 

A. Before God gave the Ten Commandments from 
Mount Sinai, He commanded the people, by MoseS| 
to sanctify themselves, and to let them wash their 
clothes. Exodus xix. 10. 

Q. What did St. Paul say, in speaking of the 
Jewish Sacraments, as types of ours. 

A. Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should 
be ignorant, how that all our fathers were under the 
cloud, and all passed through the sea. 1. Cor., x. 1. 

Q. Why then did the Jews object to St. John's 
baptizing? 

A. The Jews considered that when their fathers 
were baptized on the mount and in the sea, that it 
was sufficient for the whole nation, and they only 
baptized proselytes or converts to their faith. 

Q. Did not St. John baptize our Lord ? 

A. Yes, when there came a voice from Heaven, 
saying, *^This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased ; " and the Spirit of God descended in a 
bodily shape, and abode upon him. 

Q. Why was our Lord baptized of St John, as he 
had no need of repentance, and was free from sin ? 

I 
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A. For the same reason that He submitted to the 
Jewish law, and to fulfill all righteousness. 

Q. Wherein did the Baptism, wherewith our 
Lord baptized, and that of His disciples, differ from 
St John's ? 

A. Our Saviour commanded His disciples to 
baptize in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost ; whereas St. John baptized 
unto Repentance, and the belief of the Christ that 
was soon to come among them. 

Q. How can you prove that St. John did not 
baptize in the name of the Holy Trinity ? 

A. The discipleS) at Ephesus, who had been 
bfiptized unto St. John's Baptism, had not so much 
as heard whether there were any Holy Ghost Acts 
xix. 2. 

Q. Was the Baptism of St. John sufficient ? 

A. No, for we read that St. Paul baptized them 
after, in the name of the Lord Jesus, and they received 
the Holy Ghost Acts xix. 5, 6. 

Q. What did St John say of his own Baptism ? 

A. That he baptized with water unto Bepentance ; 
but He that was mightier than he should baptize them 
with the Holy Ghost, and with fire. Matthew iii. IL 

Q. What was the concluding testimony that St. 
John bore to our Saviour ? 

A. He that believeth on the Son hath ever- 
lasting life : and he that believeth not the Son shall not 
see life ; but the wrath of God abideth on him. 
Jdhn iii. 36. 
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Q. What was the cause of the death of St. John ? 

A. He had reproved Herod on account of his 
having taken to himself Herodias,his brother Philip's 
wife, which so enraged her against John, that she 
only waited an opportunity to take his life. 

Q. Did not an occasion soon occur ? 

A. Yes. Salome, the daughter of Herodias, danced 
before Herod on his birthday, and so pleased him 
that he promised, with an oath, to give her whatever 
she asked of him ; and she being before instructed 
by her mother, demanded the head of John the 
Baptist. 

Q. Did Herod comply with this wicked request ? 

A. Yes. He sent and beheaded John in prison, 
and delivered his head to the damsel, who gave it to 
her mother. 

Q. Did this take place during our Lord's 
Ministry I 

A. Yes ; and when Herod heard of the wonder- 
ful things that Jesus did, he thought that it was John 
the Baptist risen again from the dead. 

Q. Is it the nativity or the death of the Baptist 
that we celebrate ? 

A. It is the day of his birth. He was beheaded 
the 29th of August. 

Q. On what day do we keep this Feast ? 

A. On the 24th of June. 

Q. What do we pray for on this Festival ? 

A. That we may truly repent according to the 
preaching of St. John Baptist ; and after his ex- 
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ample, speak the truth boldly, rebuke vice^ and 
patiently suffer for the truth's sake ; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 



CHAPTER XXIX. 

SL Peter's Day^ 29^ June. 

Q. Who was St. Peter ? 

A. One of the twelve disciples and Apostles of 
our Lord. He was bom at Beihsaida, and was 
brother to St. Andrew. 

Q. What was his original name ? 

A. Simon or Simeon. Our Lord gave him the 
name of Cephas, which signifies, in the Syriac 
language, a stone ; Peter meaning the same in the 
Greek, and is derived from Petros, a stone. 

Q. How was St. Peter brought to' a knowledge of 
our Saviour ? 

A. His brother Andrew brought him to our Lord : 
he was previously a disciple of John the Baptist. 

Q. Did he continue the duties of his discipleship 
immediately ? 

A. It is thought that he returned to his occupa- 
tion of fisherman for nearly a year. 

Q. Relate the circumstances of his second call. 

A. When our Lord left Nazareth, and came into 
Galilee, we read that He taught the people out of 
Peter's ship, on the Lake of Gennesaret ; and here 
St. Peter was so astonished at the miraculous draught 
of fishes, which they had drawn at our Saviour's 
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bidding) that he fell down at Jesus's knees, saying, 
Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord. 

Q. What was our Lord's answer to him ? 

A. Fear not, from henceforth thou shalt catch 
men. 

Q. Was not St. Peter remarkable for being the 
first of the disciples that acknowledged the Divine 
origin of our Lord ? 

A. Yes, when our Lord asked the disciples their 
opinion as to who he was, Simon Peter answered, 
Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. 
Matthew xvi. 16. 

Q. Was not St. Peter one of the three disciples 
that witnessed the transfiguration of our Lord on the 
Mount? 

A. Yes, together with the two sons of Zebedee ; 
he, also, with the same two disciples, was with our 
Lord in the Garden of Gethsemane. 

Q. What distressing circumstance is recorded by 
all the evangelists regarding St. Peter ? 

A. His threefold denial of our Lord in the hall 
of the palace of the High Priest. 

Q. Did not St. Peter repent deeply of his cowar- 
dice and ingratitude ? 

A. Yes, we read that our compassionate Redeemer 
turned and looked upon Peter, and that Peter went 
out and wept bitterly. 

Q. What was the reason of St. Peter's fall ? 

A. He had too much self-confidence which, was 
evidenced when our Lord foretold that all His 
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disciples would forsake bim; St. Peter said, Though 
I should die with Thee, yet will I not deny Thee. 
Matthew xxvi. 35. 

Q. What mark of forgiv^iess did our Lord bestow 
upon St. Peter? 

A. He was the first of all the disciples to 
whom our Lord appeared after His Resurrection. St 
Paul says, He was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve. 
1. Corinthians, xv. 5. 

Q. What became of St. Peter after the Asc^ision 
of our Lord ? 

A. He remained, for some time, at Jerusalem, and 
very highly distinguished himself in his apostolical 
labours ; afterwards he confirmed the converts in 
Samaria, which were made by Philip the Deacon, 
and communicated to them the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

Q. Where, afterwards, was the scene of this 
Apostle's labours ? 

A. He preached the Gospel to the dispersed Jews 
at Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, and some parts of 
Asia. 

Q. Where was the closing scene of St. Peter's 
labours? 

A. At Rome; he, with St. Paul, confounded 
Simon Magus, the sorcerer, which so incensed the 
Emperor Nero, who was a great favorer of magicians, 
that he ordered the death of both these Apostles. 

Q. What death did St Peter suffer? 

A. Ailer they had scourged him, he was crucified 
with his head downwards; he chose that posture 
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himself, thinking that he was unworthy to sufTer in 
the same position in which his Lord and Master had 
suffered before him, A.D. 66j on the 29th June, the 
day upon which this Festival is kept. 

Q. What writings has he left i 

A. The Epistles which are called by his name. 

Q. What does the Chmrch pray for on this day i 

A. That, as our Lord Christ did command St 
Peter to feed His flock, so we beseech God that He 
would enable all Bishops and Pastors faithfully to 
preach His Holy Word, and the people obediently 
to follow the same. 



CHAPTER XXX. 

SL James the Apostle's Dayy 25th July, 

Q. Who was the St James, whose memory we 
this day celebrate ? 

A. He was the son of Zebedee and Salome, and 
the brother of St John the Evangelist and Divine. 

Q. Of what country was St. James ? 

A. Galilee. 

Q. What was he sumamed ? 

A. The Great, to distinguish him from the other 
Apostleo of the same name. 

Q. Is the reason of this distinction precisely 
known ? 

A. Not exactly ; it was either on account of his 
superior age, or more intimate communion with our 
Lord than the other St. James. 
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Q. What request did this Apostle make of our 
Lord ? 

A. That with his brother St John, he might sit 
the one on the right hand and the other on the left of 
our Blessed Lord in His Glory. Mark x. 37. 

Q- What did our Lord answer to this ? 

A. That they should, indeed, drink of the same 
cup that he drank of, and share in His sufferings; but 
that the seat of honor to which they aspired should 
be given to them for wHom it had been prepared. 
Mark x. 89, 40. 

Q. Upon what three several occasions did St. 
James share with St. Peter and St. John the privilege 
of being with their Lord and Master when the other 
Apostles were not present ? 

A. At the raising of Jairus' daughter. Mark v. 37. 
The transfiguration on the Mount. Matthew xvii. 1. 
And thirdly, our Lord's agony in the Garden of 
Gethsemane. Matthew xxvi. 37. 

Q. Where did this Apostle preach the Gospel ? 

A. In Jerusalem. Of his preaching the ancient 
writers say, " He did not so much speak as think.** 

Q. What was the name that our Lord bestowed 
upon St. James and St. John ? 

A. Boanerges, the sons of Thunder. Mark iii. 17. 

Q. By what death did St. James glorify his 
Master. 

A. He was beheaded by order of Herod Agrippa. 

Q . When did* this happen ? 

A. A.D. 44. 
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Q. Where and in what words is his death re- 
corded in Holy Writ ? 

A. In the Acts of the Apostles xii. 2. And he 
(Herod) killed James, the brother of John with the 
sword. 

Q. Was not St. James, although not the first 
martyr, the first of the Apostles that obtained the 
glorious crown of martyrdom ? 

A. Yes, and thus in some sense was his request 
of pre-eminence in our Lord's kingdom granted, as he 
died the first of all the twelve a martyr for the cause 
of Christ. 

Q. What is the prayer of the Church at this 
time? 

A. That, like as St. James was obedient to the 
call of Christ, so we, forsaking all worldly and carnal 
affections, may be evermore ready to follow God's 
Holy Commandments; through Jesus Christ' our 
Lord. 

Q. On what day is this Festival kept ? 
A. The 25th of July. 



CHAPTER XXXI. 

St Bartholomew the Aposth's Bay^ 24^ AugmU 

Q. Who was St. Bartholomew ? 

A. He was a disciple of our Lord's, and one of 
the twelve Apostles. 

Q. By what other name was he called in 
Scripture ? 

K 
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A. Nathanael. 

Q. What was the meaning of the name of 
Bartholomew ? 

A. That he was the son of Tholomew. Bar 
meaning a son. 

Q. Give me an instance in proof of this. 

A. Simon Peter is called^ by our Lord, Simon 
Bar-jona. Matthew xvi. 17. And again, Simon, 
son of Jonas. John xxi. 15, 16. 

Q. Where was he bdm ? 

A. In Cana of Galilee. 

Q. Who brought him to our Lord f 

A. St. Philip. John i. 46. And' the names of 
St. Philip and St. Bartholomew are generally men- 
tioned together. 

Q. Where did he preach the Gospel ? 

A. In India. 

Q. Where is he said to have lain down his life 
for the Faith ? 

A. In Albanople, a city near the Caspian sea. 

Q. What was the manner of his death ? 

A. Some say he was crucified, but the more 
generally received opinion is, that the skin was taken 
from his body when yet alive, and that afterwards he 
was beheaded. 

Q. What did our Lord say should be the reward 
in a future state of those that continued with Him 
in temptation ? 

A. That they should eat and drink at His table in 
His kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the twelve 
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tribes of Israel. See the Gospel for the day. Luke 
xxii. 30. 

Q. What is our comfort and consolation when we 
dwell upon the extreme sufferings of these blessed 
martyrs ? 

A* That, although to the flesh their torments were 
most grie7ous9 yet were not their agonies worthy to 
be compared to the glory that should be revealed, 
and that they were more than conquerors through 
Him that loved them. * 

Q. How are we taught to bear afflictions from the 
example of the noble army of martyrs ? 

A. With patience, looking unto Jesus the author 
and finisher of our faith. Hebrews xii. 1, 2. 

Q. What is our prayer on this Festival ? 

A. That, as the everlasting God did give to St. 
Bartholomew grace to believe and preach His Word, 
so may the Church love that Word, preach and 
receive the same ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Q. On what day do we observe this Festival ? 

A. On the 24th of August. 



CHAPTER XXXII. 

Si. Matthew the Apostle and Evangelist's Day^ 

2\st September. 

Q. Who was St. Matthew ? 

A. He was one of the twelve disciples and 
Apostles of our Lord, and the writer of the Gospel 
that bears his name. 
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Q. By what name do the Evangelists St Mark 
and St. Luke call him ? 

A. St. Mark calls him Levi^ the son of Alphseas, 
chap* ii« 14 ; and St. Lnke, Levi, chap, v* 27. 

Q. What does the Apostle style himself ? 

A. A man named Matthew^ chap. ix. 9 ; and 
Matthew the publican, chap. x. 8. He says this in 
lowliness of mind. 

Q. What was the occupation of a publican ? 

A. To collect taxes. 

Q. What rendered this office so hateM to the Jews ? 

A. It was a Roman oppression, and usually held 
by men of bad character, who extorted more than 
their due. 

Q. What was the immediate province of St. Mat- 
thew? 

A. His department was to receive the customs 
that were levied upon goods that came by the Sea of 
Galilee, and the tribute paid by passengers who 
crossed the water. 

Q. Did St. Matthew obey directly the call of his 
Divine Master? 

A. He instantly arose and followed Jesus. 

Q. What was his first act ? 

A. We read that he made him a great feast to 
which he bade the Lord Jesus. 

Q. Did our gracious Lord comply with this 
request ? 

A. Yes, we read that Jesus sat at meat in his 
house. Matthew ix. 10, Mark ii. 15. 
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Q. Where did St. Matthew preach the Gospel ? 

A* He remained preaching for the space of eight 
years in Judea, after our Lord's Ascension ; about 
this time he wrote the Gospel in Hebrew for his 
Jewish conyerts. 

Q. Where did this Erangelist next settle ? 

A* In Parthia, and Ethiopia. 

Q. Where is he said to have suffered martyrdom ? 

A. At Nadabar a city of Ethiopia. 

Q. What ought we to learn from the readiness of 
St Matthew in obeying the call of our Saviour ? 

A. To forsake any calling, or sin, even though it 
be dear as a right hand, or right eye, and to follow 
our Savioitr Chris£. 

Q. What is the prayer of the Church on this day ? 

A. She teaches her children to pray against 
covetous desires and inordinate love of riches, and to 
pray that they may be enabled to follow the Lord 
Jesus. 

Q. On what day is this Feast kept ? 

A. The 21st September. 



CHAPTER XXXIII. 

St Michael and AH Anffeby 29th September, 

Q. For what purpose has the Church set apart 
this day ? 

A. For the contemplation of the nature of the 
Holy Angels. 

Q. What are Angels ? 
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A. Spirits created for the service of their maker. 

Q. Repeat a text proving the spiritual nature of 
Angels. 

A. Who maketh His Angels spirits. Psalm civ. 4. 

Q. Are there both good and bad Angels ? 

A. Yes. Evil Angels are spoken of in Psalm 
Ixxviii. 49. We also read of the devil and his angels. 
Matthew xxv. 41. 

Q. Was not the devil, before his fall, an Angel 
in Heaven ? 

A. Yes. St. Jude says, that the Angels which 
kept not their first estate, but left their own habita- 
tion, He hath reserved in everlasting chains under 
darkness unto the judgment of the great day . Jude 6. 

Q. What does St Peter say of the fallen angels ? 

A. God spared not the Angels that sinned, but 
cast them down to hell. 2 Peter, ii. 4. 

Q. Mention a text firom the Old Testament upon 
the fall of the Angels. 

A. Isaiah, speaking of the overthrow of the King 
of Babylon for his pride, under the similitude of the 
fall of satan, says, ^^ How art thou fallen firom Heaven, 
O Lucifer, son of the morning ! Isaiah xiv. 12. 

Q. What says Ezekiel, speaking under a like 
figure of the fall of the Prince of Tyre t 

A. Thou hast been in Eden, the garden of God ; 
thou wast upon the Holy mountain of God. Ezekiel 
xxviii. 13, 16. 

Q. Have Angels ever appeared in a human form ? 

A. Very firequently. Three Angels appeared to 
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Abraham when the birth of Isaac was promised. 
Genesis xviii. 2. And at the overthrow of Sodom 
and Gomorrah, they appeared in the likeness of two 
men, and on numerous other occasions the}' have 
appeared in a bodily form. 

Q. Mention two instances of the bodily appear- 
ance of Angels in the New Testament. 

A. When the Resurrection of our Lord was de- 
clared to Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of 
James, and other women, two men stood by in 
shining garments. Luke xxiv. 4. And when St. 
Peter was imprisoned, the Angel of the Lord smote 
off his chains, and opened the prison doors. Acts 
xii. 7. 

Q. Have they ever been the executioners of God's 
righteous anger ? 

A. Yes, an Angel was made the executioner of 
God's wrath when David numbered the people. 2 
Samuel, xxiv. 16. And again, the Angel of the I^ord 
slew the hosts of Sennacherib, the King of Assyria. 
2 Kings, xix. 35. 

Q. Are there many Angels ? 

A. The Prophet Daniel, in speaking of the vision 
of God's Kingdom, says, Thousand thousands minis- 
tered imto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand 
stood before him. Daniel vii. 10. And St. Paul 
speaks of an innumerable company of Angels. 
Hebrews xii. 22. 

Q. What does St Paul say of their ministrations? 

A. That they are spirits sent forth to minister to 
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those that should be heirs of salvation. Hebrews i. 14. 

Q. What will be the office of Angels in the end 
of the world ? 

A* They shall sound the last trumpet, and sum- 
mon mankind to judgment Matthew xxiv. 31. 

Q. Who was St. Michael. 

A. The chief among the Angels. St. Jude speaks 
of Michael the Archangel. Jude 9. 

Q. Where is mention made of Michael in the 
Old Testament ? 

A . Daniel, in speaking of him, says, Michael, one 
of the chief princes. Daniel x. 13. 

Q. What is our comfort in the belief of the Holy 
Angels ? 

A. That they guard the Church from the assaults 
of the devil, who walketh about as a roaring lion, 
seeking whom he may devour. 1 Peter, v. 8. 

Q. Do they not, also, individually guard the 
weakest and most lowly member of Christ's Church ? 

A. Our Redeemer, in speaking of the " little ones *' 
that believe in him, says. That in Heaven their 
Angels do always behold the face of my Father which 
is in Heaven. Matthew xviii. 10. 

Q. What is the prayer of the Church on this 
Feast ? 

A. That as the Angels do God service in Heaven, 
so by His appointment they may succour and defend 
us on earth ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Q. On what day do we obser^^e this Festival f 

A. The 29th of September. 
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CHAPTER XXXIV 

St Luke tlie Evangelists Day^ IStt October. 

Q. Who was St. Luke ? 

A. One of the four Evangelists. 

Q. Where was he bom ? 

A. In Antioch, of Jewish parents. 

Q. What writings have we of St. Luke besides 
his Gospel ? 

A. The Acts of the Apostles. 

Q. What was the occupation of St Luke ? 

A. He was a physician. 

Q. Was he not a companion in the travels of St. 
Paul? 

A. Yes, after the separation of St. Barnabas and 
St. Paul, St. Luke became the companion of the 
latter; and from the 10th verse of the sixteenth 
chapter of the Acts of the Apostles, he alters the 
style of his writings, and speaks of himself as one of 
those of whom he writes. 

Q. Mention some of the passages wherein St. 
Paul speaks of St. Luke ? 

A. The brother, whose praise is in the Gospel 
throughout all the churches. 2 Corinthians, viii. 18. 
Luke, the beloved physician. Colossians iv. 14. 

Q. Was not St. Luke, also, with St. Paul when 
he was brought before Nero a second time ? 

A. St. Paul says, in his 2nd Epistle to Timothy, 
Only Luke is with me. 2 Timothy, iv. 11. 

Q. When did St. Luke write his Gospel ? 

A. A.D. 63. 

L 
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Q. Repeat some events related in St. Luke's 
Gospel, not written in the books of the other 
Evangelists. 

A. The birth of John the Baptist being foretold 
by Zacharias, and also the annunciation to the 
Blessed Virgin; the tidings of the birth of our 
Saviour to the Shepherds ; the Presentation of Christ 
in the temple ; and the parable of the prodigal son. 

Q. What does St. Luke say of his writings t 

A. That he had a perfect understanding of all 
things from the very first. Luke i. 3. 

Q. Is the time and place of St. Luke's death pre* 
cisely known ? 

A. The place is uncertain, but it is generally 
thought that he obtained a martyr's crown in the 
84th year of his age. 

Q. What is the prayer of the Church on the 
Festival of St Luke ? 

A. That, by the administration of the doctrine 
taught by St Luke, all the diseases of the soul may 
be healed ; through the merits of Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

Q. On what day is the observance of this Feast ? 

A. The 18th of October. 



CHAPTER XXXV. 

St Simon and St. Jude the Apostle's Day^ 

28fA October. 

Q. Who was St. Simon ? 
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A. One of the twelv^e Apostles. 

Q. What are some of the names bestowed on this 
Apostle ? 

A. Simon the Canaanite. Matthew x. 4. And 
Simon Zelotes. Luke vi. 15. 

Q. Is not St. Simon reckoned among the brethren 
of our Lord? ' 

A. Yes, in St. Matthew xiii. part of 55th verse. 
And His (our Lord) brethren, James, and Joses, and 
Simon, and Judas. And again, Mark vi. part of 3rd 
verse. The brother of James, and Joses, and of Juda 
and Simon. 

Q. Where did St. Simon preach the Gospel ? 

A. Li Egypt, Cyrene> and Africa. 

Q. Where did he suffer martydom ? 

A. The time and place are not certain. Some 
writers say that he preached in Britain, and that he 
was crucified there. 

Q. What do other writers, on the subject, say ? 

A. That he suffered in Persia at the same time 
as St. Jude, and this may be one of the reasons why 
their Festival is kept on the same day. 

Q. Who was St. Jude ? 

A* One of the twelve Apostles. 

Q. Is not this Apostle, also, counted among the 
brethren of our Lord. 

A. Yes, both by St. Matthew and St. Mark, and 
in speaking of himself, St. Jude calls himself the 
brother of St. James ; and St. Paul says, James the 
Lord's brother. Galatians i. 19. 
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Q. Of which St. James do jou speak? 

A. St James the Less, also called, St James the 
Just. 

Q. By what name does St Matthew call St Jade? 

A. Lebbsns, whose surname was Thaddaeos 
Matthew x. 3. 

Q. Does not St Mark, also, call him Thaddaeos ? 

A. Yes, in the 3rd chapter and 18th verse. 

Q* Does not Thaddaeus and Judas mean the same i 

A, Yes, both signifying praise* Whenever the 
Evangelists call this Apostle Judas, they write Judas 
the brother of James, to distinguish him firom the 
Traitor Judas. 

Q. What question is recorded that St Jude 
asked of our Lord ? 

A* Lord, how is it that thou wilt manifest thyself 
unto us, and not unto the world? John xiv. 22. 

Q. What answer did this question draw from 
Christ? 

A. A full explanation of the influence of the 
Holy Spirit, and the mystery of the Godhead 
making their abode in the hearts of the faithful. 
John xiv. 23. 

Q. What promise did our Lord give to His dis- 
ciples on this occasion ? 

A. That the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost/ 
should teach them all things, and bring all the things 
that our Saviour had spoken unto them to their 
remembrance. John xiv. 26. 

Q. Of what importance are these words to us ? 
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^ A. They teach us that every word spoken by the 
Apostles and the Evangelists, are those spoken by our 
Lord ; and when they speak of doctrine, they write 
imder the influence of the Holy Spirit. 

Q. Is it not equally true of the Old Testament 
writings, that they were written under the guidance 
of the Holy Ghost ? 

A. St. Peter says, For the prophecy came not in 
the old time by the will of man ; but Holy men of 
God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost 
2 Peter i. 21. 

Q. What says St. Paul on the same subject ? 

A. All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for cor- 
rection, and for instruction in righteousness. 2 
Timothy iii. 16. 

Q. By what death did St Jude glorify God ? 

A. He was crucified at the instigation of the 
Magi in Persia, who were incensed by his rebukes of 
their idolatry. 

Q. What writings has St. Jude left ? 

A. The £pistle called by his name. 

Q. What is the prayer of the Church on the 
Feast of St. Simon and St. Jude ? 

A. That as God has built His Church upon the 
foundation of the Apostles and Prophets, Jesus Christ 
himself being the chief comer stone; so we pray 
that being joined in the Spirit by their doctrine, we 
may be made a Holy temple unto the Lord ; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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Q. On what day is this Festival kept ? 
A. The 28th October. 



CHAPTER XXXVI. 

AH Saints Day, 1st November. 

Q. With the celebration of what Festival does 
the Church sum up her services ? 

A. One in remembrance of all the Saints. 

Q. What is the meaning of the word Saint ? 

A. A Holy Person. 

Q. How do we use the word Saint ? 

A. To denote the Holy departed members of the 
Church Triumphant ; and it also means members of 
the Church Militant 

Q. What do you understand by the Church 
Triumphant i 

A. All those who have died in the £uth, both 
under the Old and New Testament dispensation. 

Q. What do you mean by the Church Militant ? 

A. The Church upon earth : all those members who 
have been baptized into Christ, and planted anew in 
the likeness of His BesurrectioD, and who are now in a 
state of warfare with the devil and an ungodly world. 

Q. Where do we profess our belief in the Com- 
munion of Saints ? 

A. In the Apostle^s^ Creed. 

Q. What do you mean by Communion ? 

A. A Oneness, or partaking together in one belief 
and feeling. 
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Q. How have we a Communion or Oneness with 
the departed Saints ? 

A We hare the same Creator, the same Re- 
deemer, and the same SanctiiKer. 

Q. But, as Christ had not yet come, under the 
Old Testament dispensation, how have we the same 
Redeemer as the then departed Saints ? 

A. Through faith they believed the promise of a 
future Redeemer: these all died in the faith, not 
having received the promises, but having seen them 
afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced 
them. Hebrews xi. 13. 

Q. What says St Paul of the unity of the faith 
of the Old Testament Jews, and that theiir Sacra- 
ments were types of ours. 

A. That they were all baptized imto Moses in the 
cloud and in the sea; and did all drink the same 
spiritual drink : for they drank of that spiritual Rock 
that followed them : and that Rock was Christ. 1 
Corinthians x. 2 — 4. 

Q. Does not St. Paul, also, say that we have been 
all made into one spirit ? 

A. Yes, and that by one spirit we are all baptized 
into one body. 1 Corinthians xii. 13i 

Q. What does St. Paul say of the Saint's Oneness 
of faith ? 

A. There is one body, and one Spirit, one hope 
of our calling ; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one 
God and Father of all. Ephesians iv. 4 — 5 — 6. 
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Q. Where did this union begin, and where will it 
end ? 

A. It began with righteous Abel, and with Enoch 
who walked with God ; with Abraham, who was 
called the friend of God, and will only end with the 
last believer in the Lord Jesus. 

Q. Ought not the consideration of the lives of the 
Saints invite us to Holy faith and Holy living ? 

A. Yes, and as a means thereto, pray earnestly to 
God. 

Q. And what lesson should we learn regarding 
each other ? 

A. Love and forbearance, inasmuch as we are all 
members of the same body. 

Q. In what part of our Church Service do we 
call to remembrance the Holy dead ? 

A. In the prayer for the Church Militant, we 
bless God for all His servants departed this life in 
His faith and fear. 

Q. What is our prayer on this day ? 

A. 'We pray that as God has knit together 
His elect in the mystical body of His Son, that He 
will give us grace so to follow the Blessed Saints, 
that with them we may come to those unspeakable 
joys which God has prepared for those who love 
him ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Q. Upon what day of the year is this Festival 
observed. 

A. The 1st November. 
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